February 2, 2000

HIP HIP HOORAY TO SUPER BOWL
CHAMPION ST. LOUIS RAMS

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of myself, the minority leader, Mr.
GEPHARDT, and the entire Missouri del-
egation, | ask unanimous consent that
this body give a hip hip hooray to the
Super Bowl champion St. Louis Rams.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1598

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 1598.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. Ros-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

A REPUBLIC, IF YOU CAN KEEP IT,
PART 2

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PAUL) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
I took a special order to discuss the im-
portance of the American Republic and
why it should be preserved. Today, |
will continue with that special order.

When it comes to executive orders, it
has gotten completely out of hand. Ex-
ecutive orders may legitimately be
used by a President to carry out his
constitutionally authorized duties, but
that would require far fewer orders
than modern day Presidents have
issued as the 20th century comes to a
close, we find the executive branch
willfully and arrogantly using the ex-
ecutive order to deliberately cir-
cumvent the legislative body, and brag-
ging about it.

Although nearly 100,000 American
battle deaths have occurred since
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World War Il and both big and small
wars have been fought almost continu-
ously, there has not been a congres-
sional declaration of war since 1941.
Our Presidents now fight wars not only
without explicit congressional ap-
proval but also in the name of the
United Nations, with our troops now
serving under foreign commanders.

Our Presidents have assured us that
U.N. authorization is all that is needed
to send our troops into battle. The 1973
War Powers Resolution meant to re-
strict presidential war powers has ei-
ther been ignored by our Presidents or
used to justify war up to 90 days. The
Congress and the people too often have
chosen to ignore this problem, saying
little about the recent bombing in Ser-
bia. The continual bombing of Iraq
which has now been going on for over 9
years is virtually ignored.

If a President can decide on the issue
of war without a vote of the Congress,
a representative republic does not
exist. Our President should not have
the authority to declare national emer-
gencies and they certainly should not
have authority to declare martial law,
a power the Congress has already
granted to any future emergency.

Economic and political crises can de-
velop quickly and overly aggressive
Presidents are only too willing to en-
hance their own power in dealing with
them. Congress sadly throughout this
century has been only too willing to
grant authority to our Presidents at
the sacrifice of its own.

The idea of separate but equal
branches of government has been for-
gotten and the Congress bears much of
the responsibility for this trend. Exec-
utive powers in the past 100 years have
grown steadily with the creation of
agencies that write and enforce their
own regulations and with Congress al-
lowing the President to use executive
orders without restraint.

But in addition, there have been var-
ious other special vehicles that our
Presidents use without congressional
oversight. For example, the exchange
stabilization fund set up during the de-
pression has over $34 billion available
to be used at the President’s discretion
without congressional approval. This
slush fund grows each year as it is paid
interest on the securities it holds. It
was instrumental in the $50 billion
Mexican bailout in 1995.

The CIA is so secretive that even
those Congressmen privy to its oper-
ation have little knowledge of what
this secret government actually does
around the world.
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We know, of course, it has been in-
volved in the past 50 years in assassina-
tions and government overthrows on
frequent occasions. The Federal Re-
serve operation, which works hand in
hand with the administration, is not
subject to congressional oversight. The
Fed manipulates currency exchange
rates, controls short-term interest
rates, and fixes the gold price, all be-
hind closed doors.

H185

Bailing out foreign governments, fi-
nancial corporations and huge banks
can all be achieved without congres-
sional approval. One hundred years ago
when we had a gold standard, credit
could not be created out of thin air,
and, because a much more limited gov-
ernment philosophy prevailed, this
could not have been possible. Today it
is hard to even document what goes on,
let alone expect Congress to control it.

The people should be able to closely
monitor the Government, but as our
government grows in size and scope, it,
the Government, seeks to monitor our
every move. Attacks on our privacy are
an incessant and always justified by
citing so-called legitimate needs of the
State, efficiency and law enforcement.

Plans are laid for numerous data
banks to record everyone’s activities.
A national ID card using our Social Se-
curity number is the goal of many, and
even though we achieved a significant
delivery in delaying its final approval
last year, the promoters will surely
persist in their efforts.

Plans are made for a medical data
bank to be kept and used against our
wishes. Job banks and details of all our
lending activities continue to be of in-
terest to all our national policy agen-
cies, to make sure they know exactly
where the drug dealers, the illegal
aliens, and tax dodgers are and what
they are doing, it is argued.

For national security purposes, the
Echelon system of monitoring all over-
seas phone calls has been introduced,
yet the details of this program are not
available to any inquiring Member of
Congress.

The Government knew very little
about each individual American citizen
in 1900. But, starting with World War 1,
there has been a systematic growth of
Government surveillance of everyone’s
activities, with multiple records being
kept. Today, true privacy is essentially
a thing of the past. The FBI and the
IRS have been used by various adminis-
trations to snoop and harass political
opponents, and there has been little ef-
fort by Congress to end this abuse. A
free society, that is, a constitutional
republic, cannot be maintained if pri-
vacy is not highly cherished and pro-
tected by the Government, rather than
abused by it. We can expect it to get
worse.

Secretary of Defense Bill Cohen was
recently quoted as saying, ‘‘Terrorism
is escalating to the point that U.S.
citizens may have to choose between
civil liberties and more intrusive forms
of protection.” This is all in the name
of taking care of us.

As far as | am concerned, we could all
do with a lot less Government protec-
tion and security. The offer of Govern-
ment benevolence is the worst reason
to sacrifice liberty, but we have seen a
lot of that during the 20th century.

Probably the most significant change
in attitude that occurred in the 20th
century was that with respect to life
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